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Skywalkers:  Hillsborough  11s  Win  Section  3  All-­Stars    

July  17,  2018  

By  Rick  Chandler  

The  post-­‐game  interviews  were  proceeding  in  a  productive  manner  until  a  parent  showed  up  with  a  
case  of  Red  Vines.  Chaos  ensued.  

“Oh  my  God!”  exclaimed  Anakin  Manuel,  who  had  stopped  mid-­‐thought  to  sprint  toward  the  treats.  
Teammate  Colin  Firestone  also  bailed  for  the  twisty  licorice  candy.  Soon  the  entire  team  surrounded  
the  box,  showing  pretty  much  the  same  determination  to  get  their  share  as  they  did  moments  earlier  
in  a  7-­‐3  win  over  Danville  in  the  championship  game  of  the  Section  3  Little  League  10-­‐11  All-­‐Star  
Tournament  on  Monday.  
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It  was  a  high  point  for  the  storied  Hillsborough  Little  League  program,  but  a  low  point  in  sports  
journalism.  

Hillsborough  manager  Ben  Coughlin  had  an  explanation:  

“They’re  eleven.”  

Manuel  had  a  double  and  two  singles,  Beau  Schaffer  and  Nate  Coughlin  had  three  hits  each  and  
Firestone  had  two  hits  and  played  a  great  game  at  catcher  for  Hillsborough,  which  also  won  Section  3  
last  season  in  the  9-­‐10  division.  This  group  now  advances  to  the  NorCal  (Division)  Tournament  for  the  
second  straight  season  —  this  time  in  Sacramento,  where  it  opens  against  the  Section  5  champion  on  
Saturday  at  1  p.m.  at  Memorial  Park.  

Brackets  here.  

Manuel  started  and  went  five  innings  to  get  the  win,  with  Devon  Saltzgaber  pitching  the  sixth  to  get  
the  save.  

“I  know  we  won  last  year,  but  this  is  still  a  big  deal,”  Firestone  said.    

Hillsborough  suffered  a  3-­‐2  loss  on  Sunday  to  the  same  Danville  team,  forcing  the  winner-­‐take-­‐all  
challenge  game.  

But  the  real  challenge  was  keeping  the  players’  spirits  up  after  a  tough  loss.  

“We  had  warmups  today  at  our  field  in  Hillsborough,”  Ben  Coughlin  said.  “We  really  stressed  keeping  
them  confident  but  loose.  So  there  was  music  and  joking  around  and  just  an  atmosphere  of  fun.”  

What  was  the  big  tune  of  choice?  

“Who  Let  the  Dogs  Out”,  Coughlin  said.  “They  love  that  one.”  
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HLL  Editor’s  Note:    Misspelled  player  names  corrected. 

 
 


