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Hillsborough’s  Nate  Coughlin,  left,  slides  into  third  base  on  an  obstruction  play  by  Danville’s  Kaleb  Pleis  in  the  third  
inning  Sunday  at  Hall  Ranch  Park  in  Union  City.  
  
Terry  Bernal/Daily  Journal  
  

  
UNION  CITY  —  And  so  Hillsborough  will  do  it  again  —  this  time  for  all  the  marbles.  
  
After  advancing  to  the  Section  3  Little  League  10-­‐‑11s  All-­‐‑Star  Tournament  championship  round  by  
outscoring  opponents  by  a  cumulative  score  of  28-­‐‑1  through  two  wins,  Hillsborough  found  itself  in  a  
back-­‐‑and-­‐‑forth  battle  against  Danville  in  the  opening  game  of  the  championship  round  Sunday  at  Hall  
Ranch  Park  in  Union  City.  
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Danville  exacted  revenge  after  getting  mercy-­‐‑ruled  in  last  Wednesday’s  tourney  opener,  handing  
Hillsborough  a  3-­‐‑2  loss  via  a  walk-­‐‑off  single  by  Mason  Strope  in  the  bottom  of  the  sixth  inning.  
  
“Coming  into  the  game,  we  were  feeling  very,  very  cocky,”  Hillsborough  outfielder  Luke  Levitt  said,  
“because  the  first  game  we  mercied  them.  So  we  didn’t  play  like  we  usually  do.”  
    
With  Hillsborough  having  a  game  to  give  after  advancing  through  the  winners’  bracket  of  the  double-­‐‑
elimination  tournament,  the  two  teams  will  meet  for  the  third  time  in  less  than  a  week  in  a  winner-­‐‑
take-­‐‑all  showdown  for  the  championship  Monday  at  6  p.m.  
  
“We’re  feeling  great,”  Hillsborough  infielder  Nate  Coughlin  said.  “I  think  we’re  going  to  be  refreshed.  I  
think  we’re  going  to  clear  our  minds.  I  think  the  pitching  will  be  better,  the  hitting  will  be  better  —  I  
think  everything  will  go  well.”  
  
Nothing  seemed  to  be  going  Hillsborough’s  way  Sunday.  On  offense,  Hillsborough  left  eight  runners  
on  base,  and  had  two  base  runners  thrown  out  at  home  plate.  And  while  Danville  managed  just  one  hit  
through  the  opening  five  innings  against  starting  pitcher  Beau  Schaffer,  Hillsborough  pitchers  totaled  
three  hit  batsmen,  one  walk  and  one  a  strikeout-­‐‑wild  pitch,  all  of  which  proved  costly.  
  
Danville  capitalized,  seizing  on  the  game-­‐‑winning  opportunity  in  the  bottom  of  the  sixth  with  some  
timely  clutch  hitting.  
  
With  the  game  tied  2-­‐‑2,  Danville’s  No.  3  hitter  Dylan  Deitsch  led  off  with  a  single  to  center.  Then  after  
Schaffer’s  sixth  strikeout  of  the  afternoon,  Jack  Yribarren  followed  with  a  single  to  put  two  on  with  one  
out,  and  knock  Schaffer  out  of  the  game.  
  
“Beau  pitched  a  great  game,”  Hillsborough  manager  Ben  Coughlin  said,  “and  we  could  tell  he  was  a  
little  tired.  He  had  lost  a  little  velocity  but  that’s  understandable.  He  pitched  a  great  game.”  
  
Hillsborough  turned  to  ace  right-­‐‑hander  Anakin  Manuel,  who  earned  the  win  in  the  tourney  opener  by  
shutting  down  Danville.  After  throwing  two  pitches  Sunday,  Manuel  looked  well  on  his  way  to  doing  
the  same.  But  after  firing  two  quick  strikes,  his  0-­‐‑2  offering  hit  pinch-­‐‑hitter  Tommy  Carpenter  to  load  
the  bases.  
  
“It’s  a  tough  situation,”  Ben  Coughlin  said.  “[Manuel]  is  coming  in  with  runners  at  first  and  second  …  
and  he  just  let  on  slip  away.  It  happens.  I’ve  got  complete  confidence  in  him  out  there.”  
  
Then  Strope  stepped  to  the  plate,  earning  the  start  Sunday  after  last  Wednesday’s  performance  when  
he  entered  off  the  bench  to  produce  one  of  just  four  hits  surrendered  by  Manuel  in  the  opener.  Strope  
upped  his  line  against  Manuel  to  2  for  2  by  lashing  a  clutch  single  to  score  Deitsch  and  set  off  a  
Danville  celebration  in  the  middle  of  the  infield.  
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Last  licks  seemed  a  distinct  advantage  for  Danville,  which  played  as  the  home  team,  in  a  game  where  
each  team  answered  the  other  in  the  game’s  previous  run-­‐‑scoring  situations.  
  
In  the  bottom  of  the  second,  Danville  got  on  the  board  after  loading  the  bases.  Yribarren  drew  a  one-­‐‑
out  walk,  Ryan  Starkey  got  hit  by  a  pitch  and  Strope  reached  on  an  infield  error  to  load  them  up.  Then  
T.J.  Adlman  hit  a  bounder  down  third  for  Hillsborough  third  baseman  Will  Hirsch  to  field,  and  step  on  
the  bag  for  the  force  play,  with  Yribarren  sprinting  home  for  the  game’s  first  run.  
  
But  Hillsborough  answered  right  back  in  the  top  of  the  third  after  a  controversial  play  to  put  Nate  
Coughlin  in  scoring  position.  Hillsborough’s  lead-­‐‑off  hitter  exacted  a  picturesque  bunt  single,  then  
when  the  throw  went  wide  of  first  base,  he  attempted  to  advance  all  the  way  to  third  base.     
  
He  beat  Danville’s  throw  across  the  diamond,  but  Danville  third  baseman  Kaleb  Pleis  effectively  
blocked  Coughlin  from  reaching  third  base,  initially  resulting  in  an  out  call.  Coach  Ben  Coughlin  
immediately  argued  the  call,  appealing  the  play  on  the  grounds  of  infielder  obstruction.  The  umpires  
conferred,  and  Nate  Coughlin  was  ultimately  awarded  third  base.  
  
“I  shot  over  to  third  and  the  kid  was  blocking  the  base,  so  I  couldn’t  get  to  it,”  Nate  Coughlin  said.  “So,  
that’s  why  [the  call]  got  overturned.”  
  
Danville  starting  pitcher  Nate  Chang  battled  to  get  two  quick  outs  with  Nate  Coughlin  still  at  third,  but  
Schaffer  —  2  for  3  with  an  RBI  —  was  able  to  tie  it  up  with  an  infield  hit.  
  
In  the  top  of  the  fourth,  Hillsborough  took  the  lead  briefly  thanks  to  three  Danville  errors  in  the  inning.  
Tolu  Carroll  reached  on  a  fielder’s  choice  then  later  scored  on  the  third  infield  error  of  the  frame  off  a  
liner  by  Nate  Coughlin,  giving  Hillsborough  a  2-­‐‑1  lead.  But  Danville  answered  back  in  the  bottom  of  
the  inning  on  an  RBI  double  by  Starkey  to  tie  it  2-­‐‑2.  
  
Danville’s  rally  could  have  been  much  worse  if  not  for  a  fortuitous  double-­‐‑play  to  follow.  
  
After  Starkey’s  double  flew  over  the  head  of  Levitt  in  right,  Strope  followed  with  a  fly  out  to  Levitt.  
Starkey  attempted  to  advance  to  third  with  Levitt  throwing  all  the  way  through  to  the  bag.  While  
watching  Levitt’s  strong  throw,  Starkey  stopped  and  looked  to  retreat  to  second  base,  but  when  the  
throw  got  past  the  third  baseman  KC  Chavinson,  Starkey  turned  back  toward  third.  Chavinson  ran  
down  the  ball  though,  and  raced  Starkey  to  the  bag  to  tag  him  out  to  complete  the  strange  double  play.  
  
“We  actually  got  lucky  …  because  he  decided  to  run  and  we  were  able  to  get  the  out,”  Levitt  said.  
  
In  the  top  of  the  fifth,  Hillsborough  looked  to  respond  yet  again,  but  a  fantastic  play  by  Strope  in  center  
field  kept  the  game  deadlocked  at  2.  With  runners  at  first  and  second  and  one  out,  Levitt  scorched  a  
clean  single  to  center,  with  Hillsborough’s  Michael  Cresson  attempting  to  score  from  second  on  the  
play.  It  looked  all  systems  go  until  Strope  fired  a  throw  straight  through  to  Yribarren,  the  catcher,  who  
tagged  out  Cresson  in  a  cloud  of  dust  at  home  plate.  
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“I  did  think  we  were  going  to  take  the  lead,”  Levitt  said.  “I  saw  the  outfielder  make  a  nice  play.  He  got  
there  quickly  and  made  a  good  throw.”  
  
Chang  ultimately  went  the  distance  for  Danville,  earning  the  win  in  his  second  straight  start  against  
Hillsborough.  In  the  tourney  opener,  the  right-­‐‑hander  lasted  just  one-­‐‑plus  inning  to  take  the  loss.  
  
“We  hit  the  ball  pretty  well,”  Ben  Coughlin  said.  “It  just  happened  to  go  right  to  people.  That’s  
baseball.  I  think  where  we  shot  each  other  in  the  foot  was  by  swinging  at  too  much  off-­‐‑  speed  stuff.”  
  
******  
  
Source  Link  
  
www.smdailyjournal.com/sports/hillsborough-­‐-­‐-­‐s-­‐fall-­‐to-­‐danville-­‐in-­‐championship-­‐opener/article_4d71ece6-­‐
88b9-­‐11e8-­‐8060-­‐7f524a7e927c.html  
  
(Editors  Note:    Misspelled  names  and  minor  punctuation  were  edited  from  the  San  Mateo  Daily  Journal  online  version,  
also,  the  3rd  baseman  on  the  “strange  double  play”  referred  to  late  in  the  article  was  KC  Chavinson,  not  Will  Hirsch  as  
originally  reported.)    

  
  
  
  


