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Mercury News baseball player of the year: St. Francis'
Michael Strem 'did it all'
By Darren Sabedra
dsabedra@mercurynews.com
Posted:   06/26/2013 03:30:37 PM PDT
Updated:   06/26/2013 03:30:39 PM PDT

No one in the Mercury News coverage area did more for his baseball team this
season than Michael Strem. The St. Francis standout dominated on the mound,
played solid defense as an infielder and was one of the area's most productive
hitters.

His team also won.

With Strem recording two victories during the Lancers' playoff run, including the
first perfect game in school history, St. Francis won a section title for the first time
since 2001. For this, the Boston College-bound Strem is the Mercury News
baseball player of the year.

"Michael was the heart and soul of our team," St. Francis coach Mike Oakland
said. "What's great about him is he was able to maintain a high level of
consistency all year."

Strem, a finalist for Cal-Hi Sports' state player of the year, went 11-1 with a 1.30
ERA, striking out 79 and walking only 16. He hit .417 (45 for 108) with 22 RBIs
and 29 runs.

On days he didn't pitch, Strem played second base and third base. "He did it all --
he hit, he pitched, he played great defense," said Palo Alto coach Erick Raich, whose team lost to St. Francis twice this
season. "He's very smart."

Strem's biggest individual moment came in the opening round of the Central Coast Section Division I playoffs against
Monta Vista. St. Francis entered the playoffs with losses in three of its previous four games and had encountered plenty of
postseason disappointment since winning a CCS title in 2001, including four opening-round

defeats.

Determined to help St. Francis end its playoff rut, Strem
took a perfect game into the sixth inning against 16th-
seeded Monta Vista. But top-seeded St. Francis was still
locked in a scoreless tie. "We needed every bit of that
perfect game," Oakland said.

St. Francis scored two in the bottom of the sixth, and
Strem completed his 66-pitch perfect game in the
seventh. He struck out eight of the 21 batters he faced.

"Personally, the perfect game is something that I will
never forget for the rest of my life as it is incredibly rare
to do," Strem said last weekend in an email interview
while vacationing in Europe. "Even though that was
special for me, I will most remember all of my teammates
and coaches and the amazing season that we had
together during my senior year, ultimately resulting in the
championship."

Strem had a one-out save in St. Francis' 3-0 quarterfinal
win over Valley Christian and was the winning pitcher,
had three hits and drove in five runs in an 8-3 semifinal
victory over Palo Alto. When the Lancers capped their
29-4 season with a 10-0, six-inning win over Serra in the
final, Strem had two hits and scored twice.

"It was an incredibly exciting and gratifying feeling to be able to win a CCS Division 1 title for our program as well as for
our school," Strem said.

All-Mercury News Baseball

FIRST TEAM
Stevie Berman, C/P, Saratoga, senior
SCVAL De Anza MVP hit .474 with 10 homers, 34 RBIs and 31 runs. The Santa Clara-bound Berman also had four
saves.
Justin Calomeni, P/IF/OF, Bellarmine, senior
In his final three starts, Calomeni pitched 23 scoreless innings, shutting out St. Francis twice and throwing nine scoreless
innings in a CCS win over Fremont. He went 8-1 with a 1.07 ERA.
Lucas Erceg, IF/P, Westmont, senior
Senior of year in BVAL Mt. Hamilton Division went 9-3 with a 0.59 ERA. He struck out 106 in 83 innings. He also hit

South Bay High School headlines
Mercury News boys athlete of the year: Archbishop
Mitty's Aaron Gordon soars above pack
Mercury News girls athlete of the year: Sacred Heart
Prep swimmer Ally Howe sparkles in pool
Mercury News baseball player of the year: St. Francis'
Michael Strem 'did it all'

After School blog
Recapping 2012-13 school year (with photos) & a
quick peek at new year
Ex-Sacred Heart Prep standout Cole McConnell to
play at Michigan

Follow Follow @MercPreps@MercPreps 972 followers

MercPreps: Countdown to state basketball final: Mitty,
Mater Dei meet again: In his final high school game
Saturday night... http://t.co/jBmLFnl875
MercPreps: NorCal basketball: Mitty dominant in Open
Division rout of Sheldon: Who saw that coming? There
was so much hyp... http://t.co/HQJK6nNAZU

Bay Area News Group / South
Bay High School Sports

Like 312

More High School sports
East Bay High Schools | East Bay Prep Corner blog
Peninsula sports | San Mateo | Santa Cruz | Marin

Note: This is a sample of popular entertainment stories.
Is Paula Deen toast in N-word controversy?

Hicks: Justin Bieber sued by photographer

Hicks: Paula Deen blows off 'Today' show

Brad Pitt is a model for aging actors

Exploring the work of Richard Diebenkorn at San
Francisco's de Young

Gay marriage: How TV helped nudge society on
the issue

Hicks: Jennifer Aniston's wedding may be off

San Francisco Bay Area tickets on sale
» More most-popular entertainment stories

News Videos »

Like 51k

 
eEdition / Subscriber Services
Mobile | Mobile Alerts | RSS

ShareShareRecommend Send 109 people recommend
this.

NEWS PHOTOS BUSINESS TECH SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIVING OPINION PUBLICATIONS MY TOWN HELP SHOPPINGCLASSIFIEDREAL ESTATECARSJOBS

Part of the Bay Area News GroupSIGN IN | REGISTER | NEWSLETTERS

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fhigh-school-sports%2Fci_23545967%2Fmercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael%3FIADID%3DSearch-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com&text=Mercury%20News%20baseball%20player%20of%20the%20year%3A%20St.%20Francis'%20Michael%20Strem%20'did%20it%20all'%20-%20San%20Jose%20Mercury%20News&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fhigh-school-sports%2Fci_23545967%2Fmercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fhigh-school-sports%2Fci_23545967%2Fmercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://www.mercurynews.com/portlet/article/html/render_gallery.jsp?articleId=23545967&siteId=568&startImage=1
http://clk.atdmt.com/goiframe/324534370/450801257/direct;wi.300;hi.250/01
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967/mercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com#
http://clk.atdmt.com/goiframe/324534370/450801257/direct;wi.300;hi.250/01
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fhigh-school-sports%2Fci_23545967%2Fmercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael%3FIADID%3DSearch-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com&region=follow_link&screen_name=MercPreps&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/user?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fhigh-school-sports%2Fci_23545967%2Fmercury-news-baseball-player-year-st-francis-michael%3FIADID%3DSearch-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com&region=count_link&screen_name=MercPreps&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://www.facebook.com/Southbayhighschoolsports
http://www.facebook.com/Southbayhighschoolsports
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/mercurynews.com/;deal=2;sz=76x24;ord=867345231?
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/mercurynews.com/;deal=3;sz=76x24;ord=967345231?
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/mercurynews.com/;deal=4;sz=76x24;ord=667345231?
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/mercurynews.com/;deal=5;sz=76x24;ord=567345231?
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/mercurynews.com/;deal=6;sz=76x24;ord=467345231?
mailto:dsabedra@mercurynews.com
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23550618?source=autofeed#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23550602?source=autofeed#
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports/ci_23545967?source=autofeed#
http://blogs.mercurynews.com/hssports/
http://www.mercurynews.com/hssports/2013/06/27/recapping-2012-13-school-year-with-photos-a-quick-peek-at-new-year/?#
http://www.mercurynews.com/hssports/2013/06/27/cole-mcconnell-to-play-at-michigan/?#
http://twitter.com/MercPreps/statuses/313647764301045760
http://twitter.com/MercPreps/statuses/313189787601354752
http://www.mercurynews.com/high-school-sports
http://www.contracostatimes.com/high-school-sports
http://www.ibabuzz.com/prepcorner/
http://www.mercurynews.com/peninsula-sports
http://www.mercurynews.com/san-mateo-county-sports
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/sports
http://www.marinij.com/prepcentral
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_23536723/is-paula-deen-toast-n-word-controversy?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_23545047/hicks-justin-bieber-sued-by-photographer?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_23511456/hicks-paula-deen-blows-off-today-show?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_23530794/brad-pitt-is-model-aging-actors?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_23515250/exploring-work-richard-diebenkorn-at-san-franciscos-de?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_23546015/barney-how-tv-helped-nudge-society-issue-same?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_23544434/hicks-jennifer-anistons-wedding-may-be-off?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_23544532/san-francisco-bay-area-tickets-sale?source=most_viewed
http://www.mercurynews.com/popular#pop-entertainment
http://www.mercurynews.com/newsvideo
http://www.mercurynews.com/
https://www.subscriberconcierge.com/sanjose/
http://m.mercurynews.com/
http://m.mercurynews.com/cb/473/subscribe.html
http://www.mercurynews.com/rss
javascript:void(0);
http://www.mercurynews.com/news
http://photos.mercurynews.com/?source=topnav
http://www.mercurynews.com/business
http://www.siliconvalley.com/
http://www.mercurynews.com/sports
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment
http://www.mercurynews.com/bay-area-living
http://www.mercurynews.com/opinion
http://www.mercurynews.com/publications
http://www.mercurynews.com/my-town
http://www.mercurynews.com/help
http://findnsave.mercurynews.com/?source=Nav_Shopping
http://bayareamarketplace.kaango.com/ads/listAdCategories?source=Nav_Classifieds
http://www.mercurynews.com/real-estate?source=Nav_Real_Estate
http://www.mercurynews.com/cars?source=Nav_Cars
http://www.mercurynews.com/jobs?source=Nav_Jobs
http://www.bayareanewsgroup.com/
https://secure.passport.mnginteractive.com/mngi/servletDispatch/ErightsPassportServlet.dyn
https://secure.www.mercurynews.com/registration?rPage=register
https://secure.passport.mnginteractive.com/mngi/servletDispatch/ErightsPassportServlet.dyn?rEmail=#NL
http://clicks.beap.ad.yieldmanager.net/c/YnY9MS4wLjAmYnM9KDE1ZHYwZ2kzbyhnaWQkYTM3YTMwNzQtZTAxOS0xMWUyLWJhZDgtNzNmZjBiNTAyYjlhLHN0JDEzNzI0NDExNDk2MDI5NjIsc2kkMjExMDUxLGNyJDM0NTcxNDU1NTEsdiQyLjAsYWlkJHdCQ21RMktJRGFRLSxjdCQyNSx5YngkZlcuUkc5Nnc4OURKekVTRnpDdEk0dyxiaSQxNzkzOTk4MDUxLHIkMCxyZCQxMHE5bzNvOXQpKQ/2/*http://www.torrentlab.com/


Reprint Print   Email    Font Resize Return to Top  

Senior of year in BVAL Mt. Hamilton Division went 9-3 with a 0.59 ERA. He struck out 106 in 83 innings. He also hit
.437 with 22 RBIs. 
Armando Fajardo, IF, Hillsdale, senior
PAL Bay MVP drove in 39 runs while hitting .458 with 19 extra-base hits, including eight home runs
John Gavin, P,
St. Francis, junior
He went 11-1 with a 1.28 ERA to help St. Francis win the CCS Division I title. In the CCS final against Serra, Gavin
allowed one hit, struck out eight and walked two as St. Francis won 10-0 in six innings.
JD Hearn, IF,
Westmont, senior
BVAL Mt. Hamilton MVP hit .460 with 20 extra-base hits, including 15 doubles, as his team won the division
championship.
Theron Kay, P/DH, Valley Christian, junior
He went 10-3 with a 0.93 ERA for a team that reached the CCS quarterfinals. He struck out 82 and walked only 18 in
90​1/3 innings.
Jordan Paroubeck, OF, Serra, senior
WCAL MVP hit .402 with 22 extra-base hits, including seven home runs, and was drafted by the Padres with the 69th
pick in the draft.
John Riley, C/P,
Willow Glen, senior
Riley capped a superb high school career with three home runs in the playoffs to help Willow Glen win its first CCS title
in 46 years. Drafted by the Giants and signed by Cal, Riley hit .337 this season with eight homers.
Michael Strem, P/IF, St. Francis, senior
The Mercury News player of the year went 11-1 with a 1.30 ERA and hit .417 with 22 RBIs for the CCS Division I
champions.

Second team

Brett Berghammer, OF/P, 
Half Moon Bay, junior
Justin Bruce, P/IF, 
Willow Glen, senior
Tommy Caulfield, P, 
Burlingame, senior
Isaac Feldstein, DH, 
Palo Alto, senior
Sam Fontaine, P, Bellarmine, senior
Zach Fox, P, Los Gatos, senior
Grant Goodman, IF/P, 
Burlingame, senior
Austin Guibor, OF, 
St. Francis, senior
Matt Krook, P/IF, 
St. Ignatius, senior
Michael Tinsley, C, Serra, senior

Honorable mention

Erik Amundson, Menlo-Atherton; Chris Baker, St. Francis; Garrett Ciuk, Wilcox; Christian Conci, Serra; Drew Cooper,
Branham; Kenny Corey, Willow Glen; Brad Degnan, Woodside; Sam Delaplane, Leigh; Kyle Dozier, Saratoga; Kendall
Eng, Branham; Spencer Erdman, Archbishop Mitty; John Forestieri, Live Oak; Tyler Higgins, Gunderson; Will
Lighthouse, Prospect; Andrew Mallon, Bellarmine; Austin Marcus, Menlo; Jacob Martinez, Terra Nova; Mickey
McDonald, Serra; Matt McLaughlin, Leland; Nick Mello, Leigh; Hector Montes, Overfelt; Paul Murray, Serra; John
Nashed, Leland; Austin Poore, Palo Alto; Brett Rasso, Sacred Heart Cathedral; Jack Redman, Menlo; Jeider Rincon,
Overfelt; Stephen Ruff, Saratoga; Matt Seubert, Carlmont; Hunter Simmons, St. Francis; Peter Stern, Monta Vista; Drew
Strotman, Homestead; Matt Toscano, Willow Glen; Kyle Vallans, Mills; Tyler VauDell, Sacred Heart Prep; Ryan
Williams, Branham
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