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PALO ALTO — The Hillsborough 11-12
year-old All Star Team put an exclamation
point on its march to the District 52 champi-
onship at Sunken Diamond Field in Palo Alto.

With a dominating 21-7 win over Foster
City, this Hillsborough team can lay claim to
the title of “Dynasty.” With the exception of
two players, this Hillsborough team is the
exact same squad that won back-to-back 10-
11 year-old District 52 championships the
previous two seasons. Thursday’s win was the
fourth time in five games that Hillsborough
won & game by virtue of the 10-run- mercy
rule. In those five games, Hillsborough out-
scored ils opponents by a mind-boggling mar-
gin of 69-12.

“Our district, District 52, is a tremendous
district. Just getting out of our district is an
incredible accomplishment,” said
Hillsborough manager Jeff Cozad. “These
guys have played in 45-plus all-star games.
They've been in a lot of big games.”

Hillsborough beat - Foster City in normal
fashion: Strong pitching, solid defense and
superior hitting. While Hillsborough is a com-
plete team, there is one thing at which it
excels — hitting. Boy, can these kids swing
it. Hillsborough banged out 17 hits, with cight
of the 12 players o the roster getting at least
one hit. Hillsborough also belied four home
runs and had five different players drive in two
TURS OF more.

The big hitting star for Hillsborough was
calcher Chris Mark, who homered in his first
two at-bats to give his team a big cushion and
finished with six runs driven in.

“Everyone on the team has been through big
moments,” Mark said. “Today was my day”

Grant' Goodman drove in three, Austin
Marcus, Frankie Ferrari and Brock Cozad all
drove in two runs apiece. Marcus also wesit 4
for 5 on the day, while Goodman rapped out
three hits and Mark, Wil Reilly, Greg Prat and
Cozad all had two hits apiece. :

Mark came to the plate in the top of the first
with two outs and Austin Marcus on first with
a single. On a 1-1 pitch, Mark drilled an
site field shot over the righit-field fence for a 2-
0 Hillsborough lead. It was Mark who provid-
ed the big shot in Hillsborough's seven-nm
second when he smacked another opposite-
field shot on an 0-2 pitch.

Mark wasn’t the only one to provide some
pop. Ferrari and Reilly hit back-to-back jacks
in the fourth inning — Ferrari’s to dead cen-

Austin

ter field and Reilly a line drive over the left
field fence.
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run fifth as seven different players had an RBL
The early run suppont proved to be crucial
as Foster City was not about to go down with-
out a fight. Afier being retired in onder in the
first, Foster City erupted for five runs on four
hits againsi Hillsborough starter Henry
Caruso. The first three batters of the inning
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Hillsborough's Marcus, left, congratulates Chris Mark following the first of his two home
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Brendan Toy for Foster City’s first run of the
game. Following a groundowi; Freddie
‘Whitman drew a walk to bring up leadoff hit-
ter Stephan Ostrowski, who gave the Foster
Gity fans plenty to cheer about when he roped
a -1 pitch over the lefi-field fence for a three-
mun shot. Suddenly, Foster City trailed 9-5.
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Caruso made sure that would be
the only uprising Foster City would
have. He came out to pitch the third
and promptly struck out the side, He
retired the side in order in the fourth
before both he and Mark appeared to
tire in the fifth as Foster City plated
two runs on a pair of wild pitches.

“(I had to) keep a positive attitude.
Once I got that first strikeout (in the
third), I got in a groove,” Caruso
said. “I know our team is going to
hit. It’s all about trust and believing
in the guys.”

When Caruso got Jason Lock to
chase a ball up in the strike zone for
his seventh strikeout and the final
out of the game, the Hillsborough
players met up on the mound. After
a few moments of subdued celebra-
tion, the dog pile began.

Even after three straight District
52 titles, the thrill of winning a
championship doesn’t get old.

“We enjoy every minute of it”
Caruso said. “We enjoy this stuff”

Added Mark: “It’s always exciting
(to celebrate a district title).”



