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Hillsboro

BY VYTAS MAZEIKA
DALLY NEWS STAFF WRITER

The Hillsborough 9-10-year-olds are one -
win away from the Little League Sectional

chmnpu‘m.ﬁhp*aﬂm' 85-0 win on Monday,
but the title is-only the second most excit-:
ing thing for the boys, -

*“We're really pumped, because if we
win this- w:regethngarea]]ythV for
the team,” said

"HILLSBOROUGH 5, | Austin' Marcus,

force a final game against Pleasanton today
at 5:30.p.m.

“Andlﬂamkwew gotamally good |
chance,” Marcus added., ]
" With a win at Sectionals, H:l]sbomug]:»
"advances to play at Rockland — 400 miles -
and a ‘nine-hour drive north. Manager Jeff::
. Cozad; who made the promise, may: grow. -
to regret the decision and could be forced 1o -
uedownlheuboysorsmthommﬁn '
~ hood::
e, minklhey Te more ommdabout that.
than anythmg." Cozad said. “I'don’t know

what itis about RVs and lud.s, but d;e}r love
it.”

~ The one thing the l-ﬁllsborough tum ;
hates is losing, and that was the. case the

first time they played Pleasanton. A fifth-

inning collapse relegated Hillsborough to !
the loser’s bracket and forced them to take
two in a row from Pleasanton to eamn that -

“Now we switched the mode,” Marcus

said. “Now. we're on the top and they're
-commg off a big loss.” :

'Iheydnn'tlikctolose. that s forsure,

Cozad said. "I'hey ha’vc a_rcai competitive -
"'sme %
That was most e.\udcnt from second’
baseman Gordon Barrows. His three plate -

appearances ‘'were all producnve in ‘com-

. pletely different ways.
Hillsborough jumped ahead in the bot-
. ‘tom of the first when Henry Caruso led off

with a double past the diving shortstop that

rolled to the left-center fence. Grant Good 3
- man'singled with one 0ut to put runners on

PLEASANTON 0 | who pitched a.
complete-game
' s.hutnut at Martens Field in San Mateo to

closing in on title;RV

+'Richard Batman: / Dally New:

*KEY HIT — Hlllsboromis Gra'ltGoodmm strokes aslr‘g)e in Monday's 50 victory ove
Pleasanton. Tmtwotem'nsplay Qﬁnmnimto decldemsd!ampiunship

the corners, and: though h; was caught ' bottom of the second, Hillsborough wa
stealing, Cmmowokhomgonﬂnthmwlo already up 1-0. Andfew Segre had led of

. second. - - with a'double to left-center when Barrows

Soﬂwﬁratucharmmcamnupmﬂac —_ . See UTILE LEAGUE, page 4!
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LITTLE LEAGUE

From page 44

'_-textbook sacrifice attempt - was ttwwu into
right field, scoring Segremdnﬂcmug Bar-
rows to slide safely into third. -

“T was just trying to get
rows said. “Then I was thmhugnfsecmd
'mdthcnllookcdovcrandlsnwthemwav-
ing me to third.”

An Andrew Schmitt chopp:r that didn't
g0 even 10 feet from home plate resulted in

mufle that scored Barrows and it was 3-0‘

a sudden.

scmediuﬁmltwomnsin"

I-lﬂ]sbomq;h
the bottom of the third. Walks to Frankie
* Ferrari and Marcus put two on with no outs,

and Barrows took the opportunity to plate

another run with a His brother

Brenden Barrows followed that up with a
sharp single to center field that capped the

g .
Gordon Barrows added a bunt single in

the bottom of the fifth, as Hillsborough N

racked up eight hits.

“We just didn’t have our best hitting game
(the first time) and we. were pmuy solid

' loday,"Mm;said
But it was Gordon Barrows’ chin that

'-madethcbuncstplayConhouﬂs

Barrows a scrappy, fierce competitor, has
known the diminutive second baseman since
he was 3-years-old.

In thetnp ofthethu’d, abadhopoﬁ&le llp

safutﬁm"Bu— .

of the grass slid under Barrows Eoralutthat
just as easily could’ve been called an error. -
As Barrows charged a ball in the top of the .

- * fourth, he was determined not to make the

-same mistake-and kept a low center of grav-
ity. Nowﬂ:lebadhopjnmpedathmand
struck Barrows' chin.

Befomevmbomcmgmmnm,mr«
rowsba:ﬂmndeddneballandgnnheoutu
first base by an eyelash. -

“That was vintage Gordon,” Cozad said.
“The next time he was going to knock that
down, no matter what. And he did, and he
took it, That really lifts up our kids.” .
: Anoﬂlﬂhﬁmspmﬂdadbyh{mﬂm
team’s ace who was not on the mound the

gets in that rhythm,” Cozad said.
Rules dictate that Marcus can’t pitch

4 'agm tadly, mﬂ: a spot at. Divisional for the
NorCal :

ip on the line. |
' Hillsborough has four arms to choose
from, so the arsenal will come in handy with
a winner-take-all game awaiting.
“Hey, it's one game and all bets are off,”
Cozad told his team. “The game is up for

grabs, right? We've got as good a shot as

m}',“. :
“Emall. Wit = Mazeka " at

vytas @dailynewsgroup.com.



